Unit 2 Mesopotamia Study Guide Answers
Know the following vocabulary:

1. Fertile:   rich soil, good for growing crops and/or animals
2. Monotheism: the practice of worshipping only one god
3. Ziggurat: a huge pyramid-shaped structure formed from a series of stacked rectangular platforms
4. Descendant: a person who is born later to the same family
5. Irrigation: method of watering crops
6. Barter: to exchange goods and services
7. city-state: a city that is an individual unit, complete with its own form of government and traditions
8. polytheism: the practice of worshipping many gods
9. scribe: person who writes and copies out documents
10. slavery: the practice of one person owning another
11. dynasty: ruling family of an empire
12. empire: a large territory consisting of many places all under the control of a single ruler
Review the GRAPES organizers for the Sumerians:
They settled the land between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers creating the first civilizations.
A Sumerian civilization included ziggurats, mud-brick houses, and walls around their city-states.  It did not include the worship of a single god. They were polytheistic.
The first rulers of Sumer were elected by free citizens.
Babylonians: created the Code of Hammurabi which was the first known set of laws that were written down on stone and placed in the town square; the main purpose was to protect the people.
Phoenicians affected the world through sailing and trading with other civilizations which allowed them to trade goods (purple dye) and spread ideas (phonetic alphabet symbol to represent sounds rather than thoughts, ideas, or words.)
Review the religion organizer for Judaism. The founder is Abraham; the origin is a covenant, or agreement, between Yahweh (Hebrew name for God) and the descendants of Abraham  

Know the purpose of the Code of Hammurabi. To protect the people
What other civilization did the civilizations of Mesopotamia trade with? Egypt
What three things could wealthy women in Mesopotamian society do? Own property; become a low level priest; become a scribe
List 4 Sumerian achievements. Irrigation, plow, cuneiform, bartering, ziggurats, mudbricks, wheel, bronze
List 4 physical features of the Tigris-Euphrates river valley. Plateau, flooded, fertile soil, protection, fresh water, parallel
List 5 levels of general Mesopotamian social structure. (highest to lowest) King/nobility, priests, scribes, craftsmen/peasants, slaves
Short Answers:

Explain how geographic features and agricultural techniques lead to the emergence of the city-states. –1.  rivers flooded to create fertile soil 2. People created forms of irrigation to stop flooding, 3. People domesticated animals and invented the plow to increase agriculture, 4. This led to surplus food which led to social division, 5. Surplus food and specialized labor led to trade of goods and ideas
Explain the importance of the code of Hammurabi and how this relates to our current laws. This was the first known set of laws to be written down so the people could know the laws and the consequences of breaking them. The laws could change randomly; based on an “eye for an eye” philosophy; certain punishment for each crime depended on which social class belonged to. It is like our Constitution and Bill of Rights – it was to protect the people.
